The introduction of this book gives a brief outline of examination tips for multiple choice questions and then follows five x 60 question trial MCQ examinations. The topics include pharmacology, physiology, biochemistry, anaesthesia, physics, measurement and statistics and are weighted as for the actual examination. Answers to each question are given at the end of the chapter with a brief description of topics if appropriate.
There is no particular order to the questions and each subject is indexed at the end of the book as either question and answer for easy cross reference.
Only nine OSCEs are offered (two on the same subject-arterial blood gases) and the book could have been significantly improved if this section were expanded.
Nevertheless, the authors have not attempted to produce an all inclusive study manual, but rather a useful and relatively broad mix of questions relevant to the primary examination.
PHILLIP RAGG Melbourne, Vic. This is a useful reference text taking into account that it is predominantly written by ophthalmologists (except for one chapter giving the "anesthesiologist's view") with a strong bias towards the aspects of anaesthesia for ophthalmic surgery of interest to the surgeons. This can be understood in one of the few surgical fields where a large percentage of anaesthetics are still performed by surgeons around the world.
The book is well written and very readable, if at times repetitive. It is well laid out in chapters directed towards each of the subspecialties of ophthalmic surgery and includes chapters on the complications of the various regional anaesthetic techniques. The chapter on anaesthesia for cataract surgery gives an extremely comprehensive account of the history, anatomical considerations and progression of the various techniques of regional and topical anaesthesia, albeit with some bias towards the author's preference of parabulbar (sub-Tenon's) anaesthesia. The text is generally well supported by clear diagrams. 729 
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